CLASSIC CRIMES

November 1889. So greatly had the public interest been
excited and sustained by the unusual and mysterious character
of the crime, the circumstances in which the body was found,
and the subsequent hue and cry after the murderer, that
long before the opening of the doors the entrance to the
Court was besieged by a crowd, estimated by the Scotsman of
the day to consist of about two thousand people. Specially
stringent regulations, however, had been made regarding
admission to the Court-room, and only a privileged few were
able to witness the proceedings when the Lord Justice-Clerk
(Lord Kingsburgh) took his seat at ten o'clock. There
appeared for the Crown the Solicitor-General, Mr. (after-
wards Lord) Stormonth-Darling, assisted by Mr. Graham
Murray (later Lord Dunedin) and Mr. Dugald M'Kechnie,
Advocates-Depute; the counsel for the defence were the
Dean of Faculty, Mr. John Blair Balfour (the late Lord
Kinross), and Mr. Scott Dickson.

According to the theory of the prosecution, Laurie, who
was familiar with the locality, having induced Rose to descend
by Coire-na-fuhren, struck him down by a blow with a stone
upon the left side of the head, delivered from above and
behind, as they clambered down the steep incline; then, as
he lay on the ground, his face and head were furiously battered
so as to prevent recognition, the injury to the top of the
shoulder-blade being caused by a blow which missed the head
and struck the top of the shoulder. Laurie had thereafter
rifled the body and buried it beneath the boulder, close to
which the deed was done. "Why he did not also Conceal in
the same hiding-place the cap and other articles found in the
gully the Crown failed to explain. Possibly he overlooked
them until he had finished building up the turf and stone
dike about the body, when even he may have hesitated to
reopen the cavity^ preferring to place the cap under the large
stone in the stream where it was found, arid let the rest take
their chance of discovery. The waterproof was split up the
back into two pieces. No reason was ^given for this, but it
looks as if it had been thus torn from the body (for Rose
whdi last seen alive was wearing it) and then rolled up and
ttampled into the pooL The stick, knife, pencil, and button
were either dropped, unnoticed by Laurie, during the assault,
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